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• Talks are recorded 
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the end

• You can send messages in the chat 
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- Welcome and housekeeping

- Using CREST to support inclusion

- CREST resources designed for SEND 

learners and their educators

- The guiding principles of inclusive STEM 

resources

- Building on what’s currently available: a 

preview of the latest new accessible CREST 

resources coming soon!

- Q&A

Session outline



All CREST challenges and projects are designed 

to be flexible and student-centred, allowing you 

to tailor the briefs and activities to the needs of 

your learners

Relatable contexts, real life scenarios and 

adjustable age ranges mean that CREST can be 

accessed by all

For students working at Silver and Gold level, we 

also offer alternative evidence forms and flexible 

assessment arrangements, supporting young 

people with SEND to achieve their Award

Find more general guidance on how to run 

CREST on our website: 
https://www.crestawards.org/about-crest/how-to-run/ 
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Supporting webpages for 

educators at primary and 

secondary level

Dedicated primary and secondary 
SEND pages on the CREST 

website include resources, video 
guidance, case studies and blogs 

to support your practice

primary

secondary



The online CREST Resource Library also includes a 

dedicated landing page for SEND resources:

https://www.crestawards.org/resource-library/send/ 

Our tailored accessible resources include a Bronze 

level ‘Design and Make a Pizza Box’ project, an 

accessible collection of Star challenges with editable 

supporting classroom slides, as well as general 

guidance around adapting resources for SEND 

students.

We are currently working on expanding and 

developing this bank of inclusive resources.

Resources designed specifically 

for SEND learners
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Animal Adventure is a Star level challenge aimed at learners with a working age of 
3-7, and takes around 45 minutes to run

Animal Adventure: an accessible Star level 

challenge

The challenge prompts pupils to investigate an 

outdoor environment, observing and exploring 

minibeasts and their habitats.

Editable Organiser and Activity 

Cards mean that the challenge 

can be adapted as needed

Accompanying classroom slides can 

also be edited and used to introduce 

the activity and support learners’ 

understanding 



This Bronze level challenge is a 10-hour project aimed at learners with a working age 
of around 11+

Design and make a pizza box: an accessible 

Bronze level challenge

The challenge prompts pupils to explore pizza 

packaging, before designing and making their 

own strong pizza box

A structured student workbook acts as a 

frame and allows learners to record their 

progress as they work through the project

Accompanying classroom slides can also be 

edited and used to introduce the activity and 

support learners’ comprehension

A supporting Widgit vocabulary sheet is 

available to support understanding



The guiding principles behind accessible STEM 

resources



Sarah Sephton - Education Team Placement Student

Background:

- Chemistry teacher (20+ years)

- Sixth Form Leadership Team

- MA in STEM Education at King’s College

- Principles and Policies, Quantitative Methods, Making and Creating, 

   Work Placement and dissertation

- Other ways of learning and engaging in science

New accessible CREST resources – coming soon!



- Inclusive teaching is fundamentally good for all learners

- One in three children identified with SEND at some point in their learning (DfE, 2026, p. 47)

- Quality adaptive teaching with high expectations – know children well 

Phase 1: The literature review

Department for Education 

(2026, February 23)

Every Child Achieving and Thriving

GOV.UK



Phase 1: The literature review

What does best practice look like when applied to STEM resources?

Readability

• Text size / font
• Sentence length
• Considered 

vocabulary
• Use of supporting 

symbols, e.g.
Widgit

Structure

• Frames and 
scaffolding

• Chunking
• Now/next prompts

Multi-modal 
approaches

• Use of drama, 
storytelling, dance, 
music to explore 
and explain 
concepts and 
learning

• Build in 
opportunities for 
sensory activities

Science capital

• Familiar and 
relatable contexts

• Connect the 
learning to 
students’ 
experiences

Strengths-based 
approaches

• Flexibility
• Alternative formats 

for gathering 
evidence

• Learner voice / 
student-led 
learning



Phase 2: Audit of existing resources / selecting next for adaptation

Consulting with educators – teacher focus group

•  Editable versions of resources
• The ability to adapt activities to the individual needs of 

learners
Flexibility

•  High quality photo images
• The ability to add suitable symbols to ensure understandingImages and symbols

•  Opportunities to make connections with students’ own 
experiences

• Fun, flexible, hands-on challenges with outdoor options 
Engaging contexts

•  Activities that require easy to source materials
• Flexibility around equipment to ensure it’s appropriate for the 

learners
Easy to resource



Phase 3: adaptation

We are now in the next phase of the project, developing a new collection of SuperStar Challenges 

(for students working at age 7-11) and an adapted Discovery Day (for students working at age 10-14).

Adaptations will include:

- Editable resources for flexibility

- Any reference to learner age removed from student 

facing materials

- Simplified steps and instructions 

- Supporting classroom slides, including key prompts, 

vocabulary and photo imagery

- Scaffolds, frames and suggestions for alternative ways to 

capture evidence

- More suggestions for linked sensory and multi-modal 

activities



New accessible CREST SuperStar resources – a preview!
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New accessible CREST SuperStar resources – a preview!



New accessible CREST SuperStar resources – a preview!



New accessible CREST SuperStar resources – a preview!



New accessible CREST Discovery resources – a preview!



Thank you for joining us!

Any questions?

King’s MA STEM Education programme 

information page: 

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/study/postgraduate-

taught/courses/stem-education-ma

Contact details:

catherine.davies@britishscienceassociation.org

sarah.sephton@britishscienceassociation.org
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Thank you

Complete the 5- minute feedback 
form for the chance to win one of ten 
£10 Amazon vouchers ! 
https://www.tfaforms.com/5181926  
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