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Top tips for 
getting published 
in ASE’s SSR journal
Develop your skills and learn how to write to be 
published in the Association for Science 
Education’s SSR (School Science Review) journal.



Engage

Welcome, please be aware: 

• Talks are recorded 

• There will be time for questions at 
the end

• You can send messages in the chat 
or raise your hand.

2Engage Teacher Conference 2026



Click to edit 
Master title 
style

Top tips for 
getting 

published in 
ASE’s SSR 

journal

Helen Harden

Commissioning Editor

Fiona Williams

Content Editor



• Introduction to SSR and ASE

• Tip 1- understanding the journal

• Tip 2 - understanding the process

• Tip 3 - submitting an article idea

• Tip 4 - writing your article

• Tip 5 - your audience

• Tip 6 – peer review

• Next steps

Overview of the session
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Becominga member

Becoming a 
member
£45 per year ASE Membership
£25 per year ASE Technician 
Membership
FREE ASE Student Membership

www.ase.org.uk/ase-membership

https://www.ase.org.uk/ase-membership
https://www.ase.org.uk/ase-membership
https://www.ase.org.uk/ase-membership
https://www.ase.org.uk/ase-membership


Understand the readership, 
reach and remit of SSR.Tip 1



• science teachers

• science technicians

• teacher developers (initial 
teacher education and CPD 
providers)

• science education researchers

• science education consultants 
and others working in science 
education

• UK and international

Readership and reach

Image by OpenClipart-Vectors from Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/users/openclipart-vectors-30363/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=2029516
https://pixabay.com/users/openclipart-vectors-30363/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=2029516
https://pixabay.com/users/openclipart-vectors-30363/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=2029516
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=2029516


Does publish  

• science education

• 11-19 science education 
(schools, further education, 
6th form colleges)

• real-life science with links to 
classroom practice/curriculum

• science, biology, chemistry, 
physics, interdisciplinary 
topics, sub-specialisms... 

• UK and international 
education systems

Does not publish

• general education 

• 5-11 education (primary 
school), 18+ education 
(university degree)

• popular science with no 
classroom/curriculum links

• computer science, maths, 
geography, engineering…

• unevidenced opinion

Remit



Understand the process 
stages- what, when and why?Tip 2









Be brave and submit an 
article idea.

Tip 3



Practical ideas

• an alternative method to 
improve experimental results

• an alternative method to 
make running the practical in 
class easier

• a novel new practical

• a microscale approach

• an existing practical that is 
less well know that has been 
introduced for a specific 
reasonConductivity investigations on a microscale 

using a bead box indicator | www.ase.org.uk

https://www.ase.org.uk/resources/school-science-review/issue-393/conductivity-investigations-microscale-using-bead-box
https://www.ase.org.uk/resources/school-science-review/issue-393/conductivity-investigations-microscale-using-bead-box


Evidence informed teaching 
approaches with professional 
findings and reflection 
(qualitative)

• teaching tricky ideas 
(biology, chemistry, physics)

• pedagogical approaches 
(questioning, use of 
diagrams, oracy…)

• implementing a school-wide 
approach in a science 
classroom context

“Spotlight on Teaching”

Using probing questions to support the teaching and learning of moles (Davies) | 

www.ase.org.uk

https://www.ase.org.uk/resources/school-science-review/issue-389/using-probing-questions-support-teaching-and-learning-of
https://www.ase.org.uk/resources/school-science-review/issue-389/using-probing-questions-support-teaching-and-learning-of


Use sections to structure 
your writing.Tip 4



• Do not aim for writing perfection 
in your first draft

• Get your ideas down and then 
refine language later

• Consider the best medium for 
the ideas stage (it could be pen 
and paper!)

• Remember that you can look at 
example articles to help with 
style

Getting started



• Using sections can 
help ensure you 
include key 
requirements

• Sub-headings help 
the reader to 
navigate your article

• Consider writing 
your introduction 
(“hook”) last

Structure

General structure – from https://www.ase.org.uk/SSR-
submission-guidelines 

https://www.ase.org.uk/SSR-submission-guidelines
https://www.ase.org.uk/SSR-submission-guidelines
https://www.ase.org.uk/SSR-submission-guidelines
https://www.ase.org.uk/SSR-submission-guidelines
https://www.ase.org.uk/SSR-submission-guidelines


Think about your audience 
when you write.Tip 5



• SSR readers have a wide range of 
subject expertise and professional 
experience

• The more readable and accessible 
your article, the greater the range 
of readers it will attract

• 11 to16 articles - assume reader is 
a non-specialist

• 16 to18 articles - assume subject 
specialist

The reader 
experience should 
be a top priority.

Reader expertise and experience



• Do not assume familiarity with 
UK curricula or qualifications

• Always give an age group

• Keep language clear and clarify 
any highly technical terms

• Write acronyms in full on first 
use

• Avoid metaphors

SSR has an 
international 
readership

Audience - international readership



Approach peer review 
feedback as a 

developmental opportunity.
Tip 6



Peer review - process

Process

• anonymised script

• two anonymous reviewers

• feedback returned

• re-work as outlined by SSR 
content editor

Approach

• supportive

• improving



Summary



1. Understand the readership, reach and remit

2. Understand the process stages

3. Be brave and submit an article idea

4. Use sections to structure your writing

5. Think about your audience when you write

6. Approach peer review as a developmental 
opportunity

Top tips 



Links to supporting 
information

Individual reflection
Next steps



Useful links

www.ase.org.uk>Journals>Write for ASE> SSR



Has your confidence in getting 
published in SSR increased?

Are you feeling inspired?

Do you have further questions?

Please do submit 
an article idea (or 
two)…and let us 
support you on 
your SSR journey.

Individual reflection



helenhardenASE@gmail.com

Q&A



© 2023 British Science Association

crestawards.org/engage

Run by Managed by

crest@britishscienceassociation.org

Thank you

Complete the 5- minute feedback 
form for the chance to win one of ten 
£10 Amazon vouchers ! 
https://www.tfaforms.com/ 5181926  

mailto:crest@britishscienceassociation.org
https://www.tfaforms.com/5181926
https://www.tfaforms.com/5181926
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